
DISCUSSION GUIDE



D i s c u s s i o n  Q u e s t i o n  I d e a s  f o r  a n  a t - h o m e  s c r e e n i n g :

What are your  in i t ia l  thoughts/react ions af ter  watching the f i lm? Ask  them
to use one word to  descr ibe thei r  thoughts  or  fee l ings about  the f i lm.

Was there informat ion in  the f i lm that  was new to  you? I f  so ,  what  is  your
response to  i t?  

Are  there themes/tropes/stereotypes that  you’ve become used to  seeing
in  f i lms about  pr ison that  weren’ t  present  in  th is  f i lm? Conversely ,  were
there new forms of  representat ion that  you exper ienced? How did these
make you feel  or  see th ings d i f ferent ly?

Was there a moment  or  statement  in  the f i lm that  stood out  or  chal lenged
your  th ink ing in  new ways? 

DISCUSSION IDEAS

Thank you for  s igning up to  organize a screening of  What  These Wal ls  Won’ t
Hold .  P lease use th is  d iscuss ion guide to  prepare for  your  screening.  Th is
guide is  not  intended to  be comprehensive ,  but  ex ists  to  g ive you a few ideas
of  th ings to  consider  when making plans ,  a long with  quest ion ideas & ways to
engage your  audience to  ensure your  event  makes the most  impact .  

Whether  you’ re  host ing a few f r iends or  fami ly  at  home,  or  a  panel  d iscuss ion
and Q&A with  a large audience at  a  publ ic  event ,  use the fo l lowing ideas for
quest ions to  guide the conversat ions .



D i s c u s s i o n  Q u e s t i o n  I d e a s  f o r  P a n e l  D i s c u s s i o n :
Can you introduce yoursel f  and share your  in i t ia l  thoughts  and react ions
after  watching What These Wal ls  Wont Hold?

What is  your  connect ion to  the issues d iscussed in  the f i lm? 

Why is  i t  important  for  impacted people to  be able  to  te l l  our  own stor ies?
(Representat ion — what  do you see as the re lat ionship between
representat ion and l iberat ion? And not  representat ion as just  the act  of
being represented or  inc luded by outs iders  or  people  in  power ,  but  te l l ing
our  own stor ies  f rom a place of  deep love and knowing.  Not  just  about
changing what  people  on the outs ide th ink  about  us ,  but  about  how we
see and re late to  ourselves .  And how that  bui lds  our  capacity  for  heal ing;
and to  organize col lect ive ly  to  t ransform our  wor ld .)

Are there themes/tropes/stereotypes that  you’ve become used to  seeing
in  f i lms about  pr ison that  weren’ t  present  in  th is  f i lm? Conversely ,  were
there new forms of  representat ion that  you exper ienced? How did these
make you feel  or  see th ings d i f ferent ly?

Can f i lmmaking/storyte l l ing be a tool  for  organiz ing? (What  power  can
documentary  f i lm have with in  the context  of  communit ies  that  don ' t  have
legi t imacy,  legib i l i ty ,  or  ownership over  the t ruth in  mainstream
discourses? -  where DA’s ,  Judges ,  Po l ice ,  pol i t ic ians and media hold
author i ty  over  t ruth)

The f i lm demonstrates  our  deep need as humans to  connect  wi th  each
other  and how bui ld ing re lat ionships can support  res istance to  the P IC .
Can you share more on the importance of  re lat ionships and community  to
do th is  work?

What  are local  organizat ions doing about  P IC abol i t ion local ly?  What  can
audience members  do to  support  thei r  ef forts?  (or  ef forts  general ly  i f
there is  noth ing local)



1 .  M a k e  a  p l a n .  Before the sess ion takes p lace ,  make sure that  you have an
idea of  what  you’d l ike  to  achieve and how you want  to  t ry  to  achieve those
goals .  Whi le  that  does not  need to  mean having every  moment  scr ipted,  you
should g ive yoursel f  some di rect ion .  For  instance,  af ter  the f i lm is  over ,  wi l l
you immediate ly  so l ic i t  responses and quest ions f rom the audience? Wi l l  you
provide an opportuni ty  for  organizers  to  speak to  the audience? Wi l l  you
share how What  These Wal ls  Won' t  Hold connects  to  issues in  your
community?  Are there some starter  quest ions you’d l ike  to  begin wi th?  

2 .  E n g a g e  L o c a l  o r g a n i z e r s / a c t i v i s t s .  Before the sess ion ,  inv i te  local
organizers  and act iv ists  to  part ic ipate in  the sess ion .  Anyone you inv i te
should be able  to  speak to  the issues ra ised by the f i lm and discuss
opportuni t ies  to  be involved in  local  organiz ing or  act iv ism.

3 .  P r e p a r e  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a u d i e n c e  m e m b e r s  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e  w i t h o u t  a n y o n e  d o m i n a t i n g  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  You may need to
manage the f low of  conversat ion .  Dur ing sess ions such as these people  wi th
strong opin ions or  exper iences may want  to  share .  Those of fer ings can enr ich
the conversat ion a lot .  They wi l l  be more usefu l  i f  they are in  conversat ion
with  ideas shared by others .  A  faci l i tator  may be tempted to  let  someone
with l ived exper ience dominate the conversat ion out  of  respect ,  however ,
mult ip le  perspect ives  wi l l  make the conversat ion more dynamic .  L ikewise ,  a
person with  st rong opposi t ion to  abol i t ionist  pol i t ics  may want  to  pose a
stream of  chal lenges .  Thei r  chal lenges wi l l  be best  engaged rather  than let
to  p i le  up wi thout  any d iscuss ion .

4 .  I f  y o u  d o n ’ t  k n o w  t h e  a n s w e r ,  d o n ’ t  p r e t e n d .  Feel  f ree to  admit  i t .  I f  you
don’ t  know the answers  to  a  quest ion being asked f rom detai ls  about  how the
pr ison industr ia l  complex  works  or  how to  make P IC abol i t ionist  pol i t ics  real ,
i t ’ s  OK .  Pr ison industr ia l  complex  abol i t ion is  a  b ig goal  and there are many
ways to  real i ze  i t .  Whi le  you may not  know exact ly  what  to  do ,  people  are
organiz ing to  make the pol i t ics  real  today ,  so you can assure people  that  the
best  way to  get  started is  to  jo in  an organizat ion putt ing abol i t ionist  pol i t ics
to work .  

5 .  H a v e  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a u d i e n c e  m e m b e r s  t o  u s e  a f t e r  t h e  s e s s i o n .
I t ’ s  unl ike ly  that  a l l  the audience’s  quest ions wi l l  be addressed in  any one
discuss ion .  I t  may be helpfu l  to  have addit ional  resources avai lable  that
audience members  could use for  study and engagement  af ter  the event .
Addit ional ly ,  i t  i s  usefu l  to  h ighl ight  opportuni t ies  for  audience members  to
support  campaigns and projects  being run by local  groups .  I t ’ s  important  for
your  audiences to  have meaningful  and access ib le  ways to  get  involved.  

TIPS FOR FACILITATING
TALK BACKS FOR LARGER
PUBLIC EVENTS



S a m p l e  A g e n d a  f o r  H o s t i n g  a  P u b l i c  S c r e e n i n g :
Arr ive Ear ly  (at  least  30 mins before start  t ime) .  Make sure your  local  team
arr ives  ear ly  to  set  up and ensure everyth ing is  running smoothly .  

1 .

S tart  on t ime (no later  than 10  mins f rom posted t ime) 2 .
Br ief  int roduct ion to  What  These Wal ls  Wont  Hold (5-10  mins)  Int roduce the
f i lm and make a br ief  int roduct ion of  any speakers  or  guests  that  you
want  to  recognize .  Make sure the audience knows that  the f i lm screening
wi l l  be fo l lowed by d iscuss ion ,  and encourage them to st ick  around.  I f  the
group is  smal l  enough,  ask  the audience to  make very  br ief  indiv idual
introduct ions .  Te l l  them an ending t ime.  

3 .

V iewing of  the f i lm (43 mins) .  4 .
D iscuss ion (30-60 mins)  Th is  is  a  key part  of  the agenda.  Fo lks  wi l l  l i ke ly
have st rong emot ions about  what  they ’ve seen and wi l l  want  to  ref lect  and
f ind out  what  they can do.  Make sure that  everyone who wants  to  speak
has a chance,  but  keep the conversat ion f lowing.  

5 .

Take Act ion (about  10-15  mins)  Somet imes the Take Act ion comes up
organical ly  in  the d iscuss ion (ex :  what  can we do to  f ight  against  the
pr ison industr ia l  complex?) .  I f  i t  doesn’ t  come up natural ly ,  be sure to  take
t ime to  inv i te  your  audience to  get  involved immediate ly .  

6 .

Report  Back!  Let  us  know how your  screening went !  7 .

SAMPLE AGENDA


